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FIGURES, ANALYSES, AND DATA FROM 
THE LEATHER SECTOR IN BRAZIL

S
ince 2012, we have been carry-
ing out a periodic survey of the 
sector’s figures at the Brazil-
ian Tannery Industries Center 

(CICB), an entity that represents the 
country´s leather-producing com-
panies. The data obtained include 
industry revenues, exports, main 
purchasing segments, investments, 
installed capacity and others. The 
most recent study was completed in 
December 2022 – with 2020 or 2021 
data collected, depending on the indi-
cator – and it presents us with a very 
interesting content, upon which we 
can make an extensive analysis. 

The survey showed that there are 
214 leather production units current-
ly installed in Brazil. A few decades 
ago, a projection indicated that there 
could be more than 700 companies 
of this type in the country. Ever since 
the CICB survey´s inception, the re-
cords have been showing, with preci-
sion, that the number of companies 
is declining: in 2019 there were 223 
plants and, in 2018, 240. At the same 
time, there has been no reduction in 
leather production in Brazil, which, 
quite the opposite, advances as one 
of the sector´s leading players in the 
world. This phenomenon has to do 
with the high investment a tannery 
company incurs these days in order 
to meet legislation, customer, tech-

nology, and sustainability require-
ments. Smaller or less-structured 
organizations ended up by being 
merged or dissipated within the 
overwhelming reality imposed by the 
market, succumbing to unattainable 
financial and management needs.

Environmental and sustainability 
concerns are decisive in the config-
uration of the sector’s figures and 
thus they are featured in an exclu-
sive chapter in the study carried out 
by the CICB. The country – which 
boasts the world´s largest amount 
of environmental certifications 
specific to the leather industry – 
displays increasing development 
and investment in this indicator. 
According to the survey, in 2021, 
77.8% of companies dealt with 
environmental issues in their in-
house departments and special-
ized external consultancy support; 
16.6% counted entirely on external 
consultancy, and 5.6% simply on 
their own personnel. In the previ-
ous CICB survey, these percentag-
es were, respectively, 72% (that is, 
a lower percentage for complete 
internal personnel and consultan-
cy monitoring), 12% and 16%. It is 
worth mentioning that Brazil has 
the Brazilian Leather Sustainabil-
ity Certification (CSCB), a seal that 
attests to the best practices in the 
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sector and has the support of Bra-
zilian Leather, a project carried out 
by the CICB and the Brazilian Agen-
cy for the Promotion of Exports 
and Investments (ApexBrasil).

Regarding the waste agenda, the 
survey pointed out that the daily 
control of liquid effluents that are 
treated at the tanneries reaches 
94.4%, and that 100% of them have 
a selective solid waste collection 
program. Brazilian tanneries have a 
well-recognized dedication to this 
subject: some companies have 0% 
waste going into landfills by selling 
or reusing by-products like leath-
er shavings, tallow, and others. In 
Brazil, there is an organization that 
is entirely dedicated to transform-
ing leather shavings – at all stages 
(including already tanned leathers) 
– into fertilizers that are used in 
domestic crops and are exported 
to the international market. 

We are dedicated to intelligence 
efforts on raw-material source in-
formation. Focus on continuous im-
provement is part of all our actions 
and this is clearly reflected in the 
study´s data. ■
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